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Download zgswlinh.st.mp3Daisy E. Benedict Daisy Elizabeth Benedict (1869–1957) was a long-time advocate of greater access
to education in the United States for African-Americans, who were excluded from primary and secondary schools. As president

of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Benedict was instrumental in founding the
Association's Committee on Equalization of Education. That committee was a precursor of the civil rights movement. The
committee was the first African American organization to push for school desegregation. Early life and education Daisy

Elizabeth Benedict was born in Millen, Georgia, on March 14, 1869. Her parents, Theophile and Harriet (Robinson) Benedict,
were former slaves. The family lived in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, for one year, then moved to Paris, Georgia, where her father

owned a grocery store. Benedict received her education at a private Negro normal school, established in 1876. In the late 1890s,
she moved with her mother and siblings to New York City. According to historian Cornel West, Benedict graduated from City
College of New York in 1898. Career In New York, Benedict worked as a domestic and a "typist for middle and upper-class

families." At the same time, she participated in social activities, including poetry readings and "weddings, funerals, and parties."
In 1902, Benedict became the 11th president of the New York State Normal School for Colored Youth. In 1906, she was an
assistant field secretary of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the organization that

pioneered the modern civil rights movement. In 1907, Benedict was appointed director of the NAACP's Department of Colored
Work, which aimed to "promote the advancement of [Black] citizens" in New York City. Her other activities in the city

included "participating in social and educational missions" and "helping to organize the campaigns of the Brooklyn Democratic
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party." In 1918, Benedict was named the first director of the Department of Modern Languages at Columbia University. In that
capacity, she established the summer intensive "Norman" course at Teachers College in 1922. At Teachers College, Benedict
also taught Latin and Greek language and literature, as well as classes in French, German, Hebrew, and Italian. Memberships

Benedict was active in various women's 3e33713323
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