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granted special status in Germany, with those under 18 given a chance to stay even if their parents are deported, a German government spokesman said on Wednesday. The spokesman for the Justice Ministry, Christian Lovendahl, said EU governments had agreed in principle to the proposal

to “promote the well-being of unaccompanied minors by granting them a special status in Germany, and offering protection until the age of 18”. The request is to be considered as part of the EU’s new refugee package, which will be discussed at a meeting of ministers in Luxembourg on
Wednesday. Lovendahl said that up to now the protection of minors had been only one aspect in Germany’s relations with EU partners, but that the “unparalleled need of unaccompanied children in the region is recognised”. “We now want to give a chance for unaccompanied children and

adolescents, who will be able to live together in a group with a special focus on education and vocational training,” he said. The EU’s law commissioner, Viviane Reding, tweeted after the talks: “Very good news! #EU will work together on this together to ensure that these children are treated
humanely.” Lovendahl said the EU would not necessarily have to adopt the German proposal but could also develop its own ideas. But the daily newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung said that the German government had proposed sending to the EU commissioners maps identifying
unaccompanied minors in Greece and Italy. If agreed, the European commission’s legal advisers would then draw up a list of such unaccompanied minors. The aim is to make it easier to find homes for them in other member states. The German media said the plan was approved by the

Interior and Justice ministers on Monday. Gerd Müller, an official from Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian Democrats, said that the “unprecedented number of refugees” meant “the Government will provide special help for minors”, and that the government would look at ways to expand
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