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after the war, mary todd lincoln was surprised to learn that the president had
fathered a child. her life took a turn for the worse when her son died, as did her
marriage to lincoln. the movie runs out of steam when lincoln is elected to a
second term and, without mary, he has a much-wanted son named willie. after
lincoln's assassination, he is buried on the spot where his dream of a union is
finally made manifest. the movie's most novel feature is the revelation that
lincoln was a chain-smoker. one of his law partners, william herndon (paul
giamatti), used to sit near lincoln and get the odor wafting off his cigar. on the
soundtrack, a narrator notes, "that's right, lincoln was an avid cigar smoker."
there are other comic moments in the picture, but there's an overpowering
sense of tragedy here. kushner clearly believes that lincoln's story is tragic. he
may have been the most perfect president that the united states has ever had.
but lincoln, a man who won the war for his country, and yet had no national
political party to speak of, is still written out of history. he is more than a man of
his time -- he was a man for all time, a man who led a country that had its own
beginnings, but reached its own future. he not only planted the american tree of
liberty, but he also made the miracle of civilization possible. he did so by
persuading his people to sacrifice, to sacrifice themselves, in the name of
liberty, and the declaration of independence, and all that they stood for.there is
no better life than to live in peace and love, and if we had more jefferson's, we'd
have less bragg's.
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