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after studying the data that entrustet receives about who is using the service, and who gets what privileges, and what accounts they change, and what passwords they change, it was clear that most of the people using the service were not doing anything particularly complicated. in fact, most of the people using the service were doing something pretty simple: they were
memorializing the information that mattered to them. for some, that information was the email address of a friend; for others, it was the password to their online bank account. perhaps for some people, it was the name of a favorite book, or the name of a political party, or the name of a website, or the name of a tv show. entrustet works with people who have all kinds of
digital possessions, from an account at a bank to a twitter account to a tumblr account to a blog. the site takes only a small percentage of each account (1 percent to 3 percent, depending on the service) and then puts the rest into a “facts” folder that holds a bit of information about the person: name, date of birth, place of death, date of death. if youre the kind of person
who is deeply attached to the things that you own online, entrustet lets you set up a password-protected “view my facts” that lets you look at the facts about yourself and your digital life. when you die, the company will wipe out those facts. but you can look them up later to reassure yourself. but thats a hard thing to do, especially when you have more to say than he can
say in one lifetime. theres no way to know which of the digital traces we create will last, or which will come to mean more to us as time goes on. either way, its not something we can wholly control. instead, it all comes down to what we do with the things we create, and how we want to be remembered. when he wakes up in the morning, theres a chance that the last thing
he sees in his life will be a rerun of that scene from that episode of star trek where a woman is on her deathbed, and he says goodbye to her, and she tells him to take care of his data. theres a chance that the last thing he sees will be a snapshot of his life as he is leaving it, a last chance to tell someone about the things he enjoyed, the places he loved, the people he cared

about, and the people he just met, and will never see again. theres a chance that he will be forgotten, all of the things he has written off as too insignificant to preserve. but that, as with all things, will be up to us.
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it is tempting to take advantage of the fact that we can all take a digital picture of ourselves and share it and know that there will always be a place for those "selfies," but that isnt always true. if the amount of digital material we create continues to grow, we need to be thinking about its distribution. the digital world is on the precipice of a momentous shift: the
overwhelming majority of people with phones or computers will soon be storing a great deal of their personal information online, and much of that information is ephemeral. theres already a large and growing body of research on how people are using the information they create, share, and store. in a recent study by the pew internet and american life project, 40 percent of

young people ages 16-24 agreed that they wouldnt mind having their identity stolen, and 72 percent agreed that they wouldnt mind having their identity stolen to be used online. even young adults who believe that online privacy is essential to their own self-image are nonetheless willing to trade some privacy for other benefits. we plan to die, but when we do, are we
leaving a trace of our lives? if we were to take the time to ponder that question, we might find that we have already been building a digital afterlife for ourselves. as stuart russell told me at ccv, the idea of a non-physical afterlife isn't just depressing, it's stupid. but we might be able to take some comfort in that fact. the digital stuff we create, the ways in which we express
ourselves online, are all really permanent. it's not going anywhere. once our material goods go to storage, we have to provide for their upkeep, which is costly (more so than most people realize). but we can just read through our data and memories and leave a trace of the digital self. if this idea strikes you as silly, just remember that the gods did not die, but were simply

brought down to the level of mortals, and that they understand us perfectly well. the only thing we can be sure of is the inevitability of our own death, even if we don't know when. that means we need to start thinking about what we're going to leave behind, before it happens. 5ec8ef588b
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