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two or more entities, with the entities requiring the use of telecommunication network services,
often referred to as “subscribers.” Two popular types of telecommunication networks are circuit
switching networks and packet switching networks. Circuit switching networks, also referred to as
plain old telephone service (POTS) networks, transmit information (i.e., voice or data) as a
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continuous stream of information from one point to another. Packet switching networks, on the other
hand, switch information in small segments or packets. Telecommunication networks include a
network of switch nodes, a network of trunks, and a network of endpoints. The network of switch
nodes is a network of switching devices that is interconnected with other networks or
telecommunication devices, such as telephones, fax machines, modems, computers, servers, etc. The
network of trunks interconnects the switch nodes and includes a link, called a trunk, that provides
continuous transmission of information between two switch nodes. An endpoint is an entity that
requires access to a telecommunication network, such as a telephone, computer, server, etc. A trunk
is typically a digital communication link that enables the flow of digitized signals between two
switches, which are typically called the originating switch and the terminating switch. The trunks
may be logical links or transmission facilities. Logical links connect a switch to a destination switch,
while transmission facilities connect two switches. A switch accesses trunks by sending and
receiving messages across the logical or transmission links that connect the switch to other
switches. The trunks may also be end-to-end transmission facilities between a switch and an
endpoint. A transmission facility, typically a T1 or E1 line, is a link between two switches that
enables the connection of a phone call or data communication between two switches or terminals.
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